
 
 
 
 
 

Baird Parker Agar 
 
Purpose: 
Baird Parker Agar with egg yolk tellurite 
enrichment is recommended for the 
detection and enumeration of coagulase 
positive staphylococci in foods. It is not 
for IVD use. 

 
 
 
 
 

Part Numbers: 
Mono plate (100mm) ...………. .11-BPA00 
Bi plate…………………………..……..12-BPA00 
Tri plate…………………………..…….13-BPA00 
Quad Plate……………………….......14-BPA00 
Contact plate……………………..….17-BPA00 
Small mono plate (60mm) ......18-BPA00 
*Dry Base………………………………DB-BPA00 
 
*Please contact use with your lot 
volume specifications 

 

Principle: 
Baird Parker Agar with egg yolk tellurite enrichment is recommended for the detection 
and enumeration of coagulase positive staphylococci in foods. 
 
 

Principle: 
Baird Parker Agar, originally formulated by Baird-Parker, has been recommended for 
microbial limits tested by United States Pharmacopeial Convention and the FDA.  The 
medium permits the detection, enumeration and isolation of coagulase-positive 
staphylococci after 24 hours incubation from a variety of specimens such as food 
products, air, dust, and soil.  The medium contains lithium and potassium tellurite to 
suppress the growth of undesired organisms while allowing Staphylococcus aureus to 
grow. In addition, pyruvate and glycine are included to enhance growth of 
staphylococci.  The tellurite and egg yolk components are responsible for the 
differentiation of coagulase-positive staphylococci by the formation of black, shiny, 
convex colonies surrounded by a clear zone.  Growth of coagulase-negative 
staphylococci is seen only occasionally.  Those colonies have wide opaque zones which 
appear after twenty-four hours incubation at 37oC are easily distinguished by their 
irregular appearance.  Proteus or Bacillus species may also grow but will be brown. 
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Components (Ingredients per Liter): 
Enzymatic Digest of Casein ………… 10 g 
Beef Extract……………………………………5 g 
Yeast Extract …………………………………1 g 
Lithium Chloride ……………………………5 g 
Glycine………………………………………….12 g 
Sodium Pyruvate…………………………..10 g 
Agar………………………………………………17 g 
Egg Yolk Tellurite ……………………100 mL 

 
 
 

Quality Control: 
Firm, opaque plates with a light tan 
color 
 
Final pH: 7.0 ±0.2 at 25oC 
 
Do not use if agar shows any signs of 
deterioration, including cracking or 
discoloration. 

 
 

Microbial Response: 
Test Organisms Growth Color Lecithianase 

Escherichia coli ATCC® 25922  Inhibited NA NA 

Proteus mirabilis ATCC® 12453  4+ Brown (-) 

Staphylococcus aureus ATCC® 6538  4+ Black (+) 

Staphylococcus aureus ATCC® 25923  4+ Black (+) 

Staphylococcus epidermidis ATCC® 12228 4+ Black (+) 

 

Storage Conditions: 
Unpack media from shipping box immediately upon receipt.   
Prepared media should be stored at 2-8oC away from direct sunlight. 
Dry base should be stored between 2-30oC in low humidity and away from direct 
sunlight. 
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